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List of Researchers and Students visiting Buffelskloof:  March 2018 –January 2019 
 
Date Name with Institution 
Mar Bernard Coetzee  Univ. of Pretoria 
Mar Monique Botha  Univ. of Pretoria 
Mar Dr Michal Sochor  Crop Research Institute, Olomouc, Czech Rep. 
Mar Dr Zuzana Egertová  Palacký University, Olomouc, Czech Rep. 
Mar Prof.  Annah Moteetee + 5 students Univ. of Johannesburg 
May Plant Specialist Group 42 people Citizen science 
May Prof. Alvaro Viljoen + 4 family Tshwane Univ. of Technology 
May Rudi & Lize von Staden  SANBI 
May Joanne Osborne  Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew 
June Prof. Nicci Illing  Univ. of Cape Town 
Aug Dr. Michelle Greve 4 students Univ.  of Pretoria 
Sept Gillian Condy + 5 botanical artists Botanical Artists Assoc. of S.A. 
Sept Dr Ralph Clark + 2 family Univ.  of Free State (Qwa Qwa) 
Sept Prof. Michelle van der Bank  Univ. of Johannesburg 
Sept Ronny Kabongo  Univ. of Johannesburg 

Sept Sanele Shiba  Univ. of Johannesburg 
Sept Ryan Rattray  Univ. of Johannesburg 
Sept Lt.-Col. Simon Milne  Royal Botanic Gardens, Edinburgh, Scotland 

Oct Plant Specialist Group 45 people Citizen science 
Oct Prof. Alvaro Viljoen + 3 family, 3 students Tshwane Univ. of Technology 
Oct Prof. Sandra Combrink  Tshwane Univ. of Technology 
Oct Prof. Gill Enslin  Tshwane Univ. of Technology 
Oct Prof. Sandy van Vuuren  Univ. of Witwatersrand 
Nov Mathew Harris  Univ. of Pretoria (FABI) 
Nov Mandy Messal  Univ. of Pretoria (FABI) 
Nov Laura Milne  Univ. of Pretoria (FABI) 
Dec Dr. Alex Kirschel  Univ. of Cyprus, Nicosia, Cyprus 
Dec Dr. R. Joseph Sebola  SANBI, Pretoria 
Dec Hartwig von Durckeim  Dendrological Society of S.A. 
Dec Faan Woolfardt  Dendrological Society of S.A. 
Jan Gillian Condy  Botanical Artists Assoc. of S.A. 
Jan Profs Jeremy Midgley & 

Nicci Illing 
+ two colleagues University of Cape Town 

Jan Prof. Oliver Kayser  Technical Univ. of Dortmund, Germany 
Jan Drs Marion & Nicole Meyer  University of Pretoria 
Jan Dr Michelle Greve + 2 students University of Pretoria 
Jan Prof. William Beinart + Rachel Beinart Oxford University, UK 
Jan Prof. Annah Moteetee + 5 students University of Johannesburg 
Jan Dr Bram van de Beek  Leiden, the Netherlands 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

1. Visitors and Student Groups 
                                                                                            

1.1. Bernard Coetzee & Monique Botha, both from the University of Pretoria returned to 
Buffelskloof for a few days to continue collecting ripe fruit from bush clump tree and shrub species. Bernard is 
looking at the structure of the various fruits while Monique, a post-Doc student is involved in studying 
germination of bush clump tree species.                                                                                                                         

                                                     

 

1.2. Michal Sochor, a junior researcher at the Crop Research Institute, Dept of Genetic Resources for 
Vegetables, Medicinal and Special Plants in Olomouc, and Zuzana Egertová from Palacký University, also in 
Olomouc, Czech Republic spent a few days at Buffelskloof. Michal is studying the phylogeny of the genus Rubus 
(Rose family); he collected specimens on Buffelskloof for DNA analysis, and we have had some useful feedback 
from him. 
Zuzana (below, left) is a student specializing in mycology – the study of fungi, and is a co-author of recent papers 
describing new species from Borneo. 
 

     
  
 
 
 



1.3. Professor Annah Moteetee; in March we were treated to a very busy afternoon visit by Prof. Annah 
Moteetee and five of her students from the University of Johannesburg while they were on fieldwork in 
Mpumalanga. As John B took Nozipho for a drive to look for fruit for nutritional analysis, Abdulwakeel 
immediately got down to appraising our Rhynchosia collections (Pea family). At the same time Lydia and Wendy 
were busy looking at our Cynoglossum  (Borage family)and Scabiosa (Scabious family) specimens respectively. By 
4.00 pm, they had re-identified a number of our collections in their study groups! They were very impressed with 
the herbarium and what it could provide, and are hoping to spend a few days here in the near future. 

 

  
 

 
 
 
1.4. Prof. Alvaro Viljoen (Dept. of Pharmaceutical Sciences at Tshwane University of Technology, 
Pretoria), came in April with his family to collect plants such as Artemisia afra, Athrixia phylicoides, 
Elephantorrhiza elephantina, Cissampelos torulosa, Rhoicissus tridentata along with Eucomis autumnalis for 
further chemical analysis. He is currently building a pharmacopoeia of South African medicinal plants. As a single 
parent he was obliged to bring his children with him: from left to right: Quinn, Alvaro, Carl, Chrissie [a friend] and 
James (in front). 
 

 
  
 

Above: back: Abdulwakeel Ajao; middle row, left to right: 
Annah Moteetee, Afolakemi Alimi, Noripho Sibiya;  
front row, left to right: Lydia Madika and Wendy Mugwena 
 



1.5. Dr. Philip Desmet, a freelance conservation planner currently engaged in studying and assessing the 
vegetation of Sekhukhuneland, visited Buffelskloof briefly while he was in the vicinity. As we have some 
collections from this area of Limpopo Province in the herbarium, he was keen to discuss special plants from this 
region. 
 

1.6. Lize and Rudi von Staden spent a week at Buffelskloof, Rudi working on linking our BRAHMS 
database to the BRAHMS publishing online service provided by Oxford University (see above). While the National 
Herbarium in Pretoria is undergoing some building renovation, Lize set up a temporary ‘office’ at the herbarium 
here, and was able to discuss distributions of certain Asparagus species with John and Sandie. 

 

1.7. Joanne Osborne, from the programme TIPA (Tropical Important Plant Areas) at the Royal Botanic 
Gardens at Kew, made an unexpected fleeting visit to Buffelskloof in between her field trips to remote mountains 
in northern Mozambique. While she was here, she looked through some of our collections and re-identified a 
couple of specimens for us. 
 

 
 

1.8. Professor Nicola Illing (a colleague of  Prof.  Jill Farrant) of the Department of Molecular and Cell 
Biology at the University of Cape Town, paid us a one-night visit as a recce for a possible joint research visit by a 
group of PhD students from the University of Potsdam in Germany, together with researchers from UCT – next 
year sometime.They will be studying the dessication mechanisms of the Dwarf Bobbjaanstert, Xerophyta viscosa 
(nom. alt. X. schlechteri) which is a common small resurrection plant that clings to the cliffs in Buffelskloof. 

      

They will be studying the dessication 
mechanisms of the Dwarf Bobbjaanstert, 
Xerophyta viscosa (nom. alt. X. schlechteri) which 
is a common small resurrection plant that clings 
to the cliffs in Buffelskloof (see below). 

A chilly sundowner at Jessie’s 
Release Site on Buffelskloof 
Nature Reserve, after a busy day 
in the herbarium.  
 
Left to right: Rudi and Lize von 
Staden, Jo Osborne and Barbara. 



1.9. Dr Michelle Greve, of the University of Pretoria, with 4 students carrying out ecological and 
environmental studies. Michelle (below left, sitting cross-legged) and her four students spent the time surveying 
the successional forests on the Iron Age terracing in the upper kloof, providing training in laying out survey plots, 
identifying trees and analysing the accumulated plot data (left). Bernard Olivier (below left, standing), spent an 
additional 2 days collecting fruit and seeds for his MSc thesis associated with UP’s work on Birds & Bushclumps. 
training. 
 

   
 
 

  1.10. Prof. Michelle van der Bank & Dr. Simon Milne.  In September we had a 2-night visit from 
the University of Johannesburg DNA laboratory, headed by Prof. Michelle van der Bank and accompanied by Mr 
Ryan Rattray (Lab Manager, The African Centre for DNA Barcoding), Ms Sanele Shiba, Mr Ronny Kabongo, and the 
Regius Keeper of the Royal Botanic Garden in Edinburgh, Lt. Col. Simon Milne MBE. 
      

 
 
 

Friday afternoon entailed a tour of the 
cottages and the herbarium, followed by a 
braai organized by ourselves with Pieter 
and Jennie. On the Saturday we took them 
on a hike down Kingfisher Trail and back 
up Horseshoe Gorge Trail, with a picnic 
lunch along the river en route , mainly to 
expose Simon Milne to the Reserve and 
introduce him to the work we do here. In 
the evening Sandie & I entertained them all 
for dinner at Cedarwood which was much 
enjoyed by all. 
 
from left standing: Ryan Rattray, Ronny 
Kabongo (a PhD student from the DRC); 
squatting: Sanele Shiba (MSc student from 
Swaziland), Prof. Michelle van der Bank, 
Sandie; front: Simon Milne. 
Inserts below, without sunglasses, from left: 
Michelle van der Bank, Sanele Shiba.   
 

  



1.11. Prof Alvaro Viljoen, the NRF / DST Chair in Phytomedicine at the Department of Pharmaceutical 
Sciences, led a visit of high-powered academics (professors from) from the Tshwane University of Technology 
(TUT). They had booked out Buffelskloof as a scientists that who need to escape to a quiet location where they 
can catch up on papers that they are writing for publication. 
 

   
 

 
 
 

 
 

1.12. Mathew Harris (below left), an MSc. student, with Mandy Messal (below centre) and Laura Milne 
(below right) from FABI (Forestry & Agricultural Biotechnology Institute) and the University of Pretoria.  
Mathew, assisted here by Mandy & Laura, is studying endophytic fungi (fungi that reside within plants) to 
investigate how endophytic fungi evolve in tandem with plants in developing bushclumps. This study piggy-backs 
on Sam Jamison’s Birds & Bushclump research which has been running for a couple of years on Buffelskloof – a 
project that has given rise to other satellite studies with students from the University of Pretoria and FABI. 
 

 
 
 

Left: from left, seated: Prof Sandra Combrinck (TUT), Prof Sandy van Vuuren (Wits); from left, standing: Dr 
Maxleene Sandasi (TUT), Ms Baatile Komane (TUT), Prof Alvaro Viljoen (TUT), Prof Gill Enslin (TUT). 
Right: Prof  Sandy van Vuuren (right) examining specimens in the herbarium with JEB and Prof  Gill Enslin  



1.13. Dr Ralph Clark, Director of the Afromontane Research Unit, University of the Free State, QwaQwa 
Campus spent 2 nights at Buffelskloof on his way back to Harrismith after visiting the University of Venda. 
During his brief stay here, he contributed enthusiastically to the series of short, filmed interviews Buffelskloof is 
assembling for presentation to would-be sponsors of the new John Rae Trust. Although Ralph has used BNRH for 
many years while he was studying at Rhodes University, we discussed developing closer ties between our 
herbarium and the QwaQwa Herbarium.          

                                                                         

1.14. Dendrological Society of South Africa (Pretoria Branch): two senior members of the Society, 
Hartwig von Dürckheim (below left) and Faan Wolvaardt spent two days on Buffelskloof, mainly as a recce for 
a possible future group visit by the DendroSoc, but also to view the Buffelskloof Herbarium Library and the 
recent addition of the Von Breitenbach library. This was made possible by Faan Wolfaardt (see photo below, left, 
at right) who originally approached me about the bequest. He was very gratified to see them incorporated into 
such a well-managed library, since, up to that point, he had had no idea to whom he should leave the their books.  

    
                                  

1.15.  Dr R. Joseph Sebola (Chief Director – Biosystematics and Collections of SANBI), (above right) paid 
us his first visit as part of a scoping exercise preceding the signing of a MOU between SANBI and Buffelskloof. 
Joseph was extremely impressed with our facilities and all that we do on the reserve, and he is very keen to get a 
MOU signed between us.  

 

                    

 

1.16. Dr. Oliver Kayser, Professor of the Chair of 
Technical Biochemistry, Technical University of Dortmund, 
Germany (right), together with Prof.  Marion & Nicole Meyer 
from University of Pretoria, came to collect Helichrysum.  
 

1.17. University of Johannesburg, led by Prof. 

Annah Moteetee, (below, seated) on a recce to look for 

projects and provide field experience for her students. 



2. Collecting trips & Meetings attended 
 
MARCH: Plant Specialist Group – John attended a PSG weekend at Holnek Nature Reserve between Warburton 
and the Swazi border. A number of interesting plants were collected, including two old familiars that also occur 
on Buffelskloof, including Ekebergia pterophylla (Meliaceae), and Pterocelastrus echinatus (Celastraceae) 
 
APRIL: CREW 2018. Barbara travelled down to the KwaZulu-Natal North Coast this month for the Annual 
Summer-Rainfall CREW Workshop held at Canefields Country House, Empangeni. She presented a talk on plant 
collecting and herbarium management.  
 
MAY: Plant Specialist Group. The largest plant collecting trip in May was to the farm ‘Three Sisters’ in the 
Malelane area where the landowner was keen for a plant survey to be carried out and to look for the recently 
described Aloe rouxii. A good quantity of interesting plants were collected by JB and BT. 
 

 
 
JUNE:  a field trip by JB & SM for their next book, entitled The Drift Seeds and Fruits of Eastern Africa, from the 
Rovuma River to Cape Agulhas, a project roughly halfway completed. Worked at Mabibi Beach (below) in 
Maputaland Coastal Forest Reserve, KwaZulu-Natal where we collected both the plants and the seeds of drift seed 
species. The drift-seeding was particularly successful.  
 

 
 
JULY:  At the end of July, JB & BT attended a workshop given by Dr Tony Rebelo (below) from Cape Town on the 
relatively new citizen scientist website iNaturalist. He gave a presentation on iNaturalist to a small but 
enthusiastic audience at the auditorium of the Mpumalanga Tourism and Parks Agency, Nelspruit. While we 
harbour a few reservations, it certainly seems to be an extremely versatile tool with a great number of 
improvements upon iSpot, which it has superseded.  

                                                                                                                                              



                                                                                                                         
SEPTEMBER:  John and Sandie carried out an extensive collecting trip to the Southern & Eastern Cape and survey 
of the southern Cape coast this month, the latter as part of the research work for the next book, The Drift Seeds of 
Southern African Shores: from the Rovuma River to Cape Agulhas.  In addition, extensive collecting and 
photographing of Asparagus took place in the Eastern Cape. 
 

 
Above: the wild rocky shores of Cape Agulhas  
 

OCTOBER: At the beginning of October Barbara was very fortunate to be able to visit Umtamvuna Nature 
Reserve near Port Edward. Kate and Graham Grieve spared nothing to show her some of the beautiful grasslands 
and the strange phenomenon of the Red Desert. 
 
NOVEMBER: Plant Specialist Group – JB & BT joined a week-end trip to the Kaapsehoop area. The first sites 

visited were in Ngodwana Kloof Nature Reserve where we added more taxa to the existing plant lists and made a 

few collections for BNRH.  

  

DECEMBER: BCT was invited by the Limpopo CREW group to join a plant collecting trip to the Leolo Mountains 
in Sekhukhuneland. The group was led by Dr Bronwyn Egan of the University of Limpopo. 

                                
above left : Brachycorythis pubescens        above right: Dr. Bronwyn Egan with Salvia dolomitica 

Sunday’s outing took us to the Blue 
Swallow Reserve in montane grassland. 
Unfortunately, no Blue Swallows have 
been seen for the last few years. A 
particularly interesting botanical find 
was a small bulb, Schizocarphus gerrardii 
standing about 10 cm tall. 
 
left: Barbara pressing plants in the field 
at Ngodwana Nature Reserve. 



JANUARY 2019: John Burrows attended a 3-day Red Data Assessment workshop in Maputo, attended by 
botanists from Mozambique and the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew. Sixty rare and endemic species of Mozambican 
plants were evaluated and classified and valuable contacts were re-established with botanists from the country. 
 

 

 
3. Meetings held at Buffelskloof 
 
APRIL: the Buffelskloof Trustees’ AGM  was held in the Aloe Room on 19th April 2018 (below) 
 

 
 
The Trustees: from left, standing: John Burrows, Victoria Griffin, Simon Rae, Duncan Parker,                                                                                 
Pieter Pretorius (Reserve Manager); from left, seated: John Rae, Dr Andrew Rae, Elizabeth Parker. 
 
 
 
 
 



MAY: Plant Specialist Group Bi-annual Meeting at Buffelskloof . The Mpumalanga PSG Weekend took place at 
the end of the month with 33 people attending the varied programme of talks from biocontrol of weeds in the 
province to a session of helpful hints on taking good photographs of plants and editing them. All available 
accommodation was taken up and we made good use of the fire-pit on Saturday evening. 
 

  
 
SEPTEMBER:  A group from the Botanical Artists Association of South Africa (BAASA), led by Gill Condy, spent 
the recent long-weekend on a botanical art course, painting plants from Buffelskloof.  Below: the artists hard at 
work in the tranquil atmosphere of Aloe Room. 
 

 
 
OCTOBER: Plant Specialist Group Bi-annual Meeting at Buffelskloof 
The October meeting of the Plant Specialist Group was held at Buffelskloof on 14th October, attended by 25 
people. Saturday morning was taken up with four lectures on plant subjects. Below left: JEB talking on the genus 
Pavetta) while, in the afternoon, a plant quiz/hunt was held, testing the participants’ new-found knowledge 
gained in the morning sessions. Below right: a group photograph on a damp, misty afternoon at the top of the 
Concrete Road. 
 

   
 
OCTOBER: Barbara had a follow-up on the discussion of developing ties with Qwa Qwa Herbarium (QWA) when 
she visited the university with Dr Ralph Clark and met Dr Sandy Steenhuisen under whose charge the herbarium 
falls. Dr Steenhuisen is likely to acquire at least one intern next year and we would like to pursue the idea of 
BNRH running a basic Herbarium Course at Buffelskloof at some stage to include interested people from other 
small herbaria in South Africa as well.  

In Aloe Room, John B delivering a 
talk on the African and invasive 
species of Rubus, with clear, 
concise and attractive slides which 
will be printed and used as a guide 
for local farmers and others to 
distinguish the native plants from 
alien ones. 



4. New Species and New Records 
 

Gymnosporia sp. nov., from near Sudwala Caves  
Near which  we collected what appears to be a new / undescribed species of Gymnosporia (a Spikethorn). It was 
fortunately, and very surprisingly for mid-winter, in flower and fruit. A few obvious features appear to make it 
unique within the genus: it lacks thorns, it is a rhizomatous geosuff, it is confined to dolomites, and it flowers in 
autumn/winter. Photos below. 
 

    
.     

Plecostachys polifolia; a new record from Buffelskloof 
This small straggly bush, with its insignificant white flowers, was found growing along the streambanks of both 
Brae Burn and High Forest Stream. This record represents the first collection of this species from Mpumalanga.  
Previously known only from the Cape Peninsula to KwaZulu-Natal, with a single isolated collection from 
Swaziland, the Buffelskloof record represents an interesting, even more isolated, extension of its range 
northwards.  It is an exciting find such as this that helps add scientific value to our Reserve as a site of botanical 
importance 

                                                                



 5. Publications from Buffelskloof Nature Reserve Herbarium or 
in which BNRH has assisted.  
 
MAY: Trees and shrubs of Mozambique. May saw the launch of this long-awaited book at the Lowveld and 
Pretoria Botanical Gardens. There was much praise at these two momentous occasions for the authors’ years of 
painstaking research, wonderful photography and beautiful illustrations culminating in the most comprehensive 
guide of the woody plants of Mozambique to date. Below left, left to right: Mervyn Lötter, Ernst Schmidt, John and 
Sandie B and Hermenegildo Matimele.  

                                                                   
 
Johnson, D.M. & Murray, N.A. A Revision of Xylopia L. (Annonaceae): the species of Tropical Africa. Phytokeys 
97: 1–252 (2018). doi: 10.3897/phytokeys.97.20975; http://phytokeys.pensoft.net 
 
Oosthuizen, D. & Balkwill, K. Viscum songimveloensis, a new species of mistletoe from South Africa. South 
African Journal of Botany, vol. 115 pp 194–198 (2018) https://doi.org/10.1016/j.sajb.2018.02.004 
 
Dorr, L.J. & Wurdack, K.J. A new disjunct species of Eriolaena (Malvaceae, Dombeyoideae) from Continental 

Africa Phytokeys, vol. 111 pp 11–16 (2018) doi: 10.3897/phytokeys.111.29303 http://phytokeys.pensoft.net 

 

Shah, T., Burrows, J.E. & Darbyshire, I. A new species of Ochna (Ochnaceae) from the Barberton Mountains 
of Mpumalanga, South Africa Phytotaxa vol. 374 (3) pp 241–248 (2018) 
doi.org/10.11646/phytotaxa.374.3.5 (see below) 

 

 
 

6. OTHER 
 
1. AUGUST:  Books donated to the Library the late Dr Fried and Mrs Jutta von Breitenbach 
We were very fortunate this month to have been donated a valuable bequest of books  and journals to the 
Buffelskloof Herbarium Library by the estate of  Fried and Jutta von Breitenbach. 
  
2. DECEMBER: Barbara Turpin Residence Permit 
This month Barbara submitted her application for Permanent Residence to the Dept. of Home Affairs. She has, up 
to now, been in South Africa on two consecutive Work Permits. We are holding thumbs that she is awarded the 
Permit to reside here – a long-winded process that may take up to 12 months.  
 

Ochna 

babertonensis – 

discovered by 

John & Sandie 

Burrows                          

in 2013 –          

and described in 

the above 

publication for 

the first time.  

http://phytokeys.pensoft.net/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


